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LCC, Core 52— “The Resurrection”                  April 14, 2021 
 
“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.”   
1 Corinthians 15:14 
 
Introduction:   
1) What are some reasons people do not believe in the resurrection?  How would you 
respond to their objections? 
 
2) What difference does it make to you that Jesus was raised from the dead? 
 
3) How is your “worldview” different knowing that Jesus was raised from the dead? 
 
I What happened to Jesus? 
 Jesus of Nazareth was a man who lived on earth:  He taught that the _______ of 
___ had come; He developed __________ ; He was ________ on a _____ ____; 
He was ______ in a ________ _____, and was ______ from the ____ after three 
days (His ____ was _____).  
 Josephus and Tacitus, both Roman historians, recorded in the second 
century the historical truth about Jesus*. 
 “I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 
12 men testified they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they proclaimed that 
truth for 40 years, never once denying it. Everyone was beaten, tortured, stoned, and 
put in prison. They would not have endured that if it weren't true. Watergate embroiled 
12 of the most powerful men in the world-and they couldn't keep a lie for three weeks. 
You're telling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.”—
Chuck Colson, a member of the Nixon administration. (breakpoint.org) 
 It’s against _______ nature—who ____ for a lie that they KNOW is a ____? 
 
II.  What did it mean to them?   
 Jesus appeared to over 500 people over the 50 days after the Resurrection.  What 
difference did it make to them?  After the Church began their entire lives changed—
nothing was ever the same again; EVERYTHING changed!  Moore notes 4 facts about 
first Christians that make no sense without the Resurrection: 
1) The _____ was founded after Jesus’ _____. 
2) They __________ a dead ________ with a “__________” ritual. 
3) They __________ into the ______, _______ and __________ of  Jesus. 
4) They ____ to __________ the __________. 
 
III.  What does it mean to us?   
 Though our lives in the US are not necessarily threatened, what does change if we 
truly believe in the Resurrection of Jesus?   
 
 
(*sources:  Flavius Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, in The Works of Josephus:  
Complete and Unabridged, William Whiston; P. Cornelius Tacitus, The Annals, in The 
Annals and the Histories, Robert Maynard Hutchins.)  
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Charles Colson, author, and former member of the Nixon administration writes:   
 
 Indeed, as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians, *the historical fact of Christ’s 
resurrection is the only basis of our hope. Without the resurrection, our faith is futile. 
This is why critics of Christianity often try to explain away the empty tomb. They 
claim that the disciples lied–that they stole Jesus’s body themselves and conspired 
together to pretend He had risen. The apostles then managed somehow to recruit more 
than 500 other people to lie for them as well, to say they saw Jesus after He rose from 
the dead. 
 But just how plausible is this theory?  To answer that question, fast forward 
nearly 2,000 years, to an event I happen to know a lot about: Watergate. You see, 
before all the facts about Watergate were known to the public–in March 1973–it was 
becoming clear to Nixon’s closest aides that someone had tried to cover up the 
Watergate break-in. 
 There was no more than a dozen of us. Could we maintain a cover-up–to save 
the president? Consider that we were political zealots. We enjoyed enormous political 
power and prestige. With all that at stake, you’d expect us to be capable of maintaining 
a lie to protect the president. 
 But we couldn’t do it. The first to crack was John Dean. First, he told the 
president everything, and then just two weeks later he went to the prosecutors and 
offered to testify against the President. His reason, as he candidly admits in his 
memoirs, was to “save his own skin.” After that, everyone started scrambling to 
protect himself. What we know today as the great Watergate cover-up lasted only 
three weeks. Some of the most powerful politicians in the world–and we couldn’t keep 
a lie for more than three weeks. 
 So back to the question of historicity of Christ’s resurrection. Can anyone believe 
that for fifty years that Jesus’ disciples were willing to be ostracized, beaten, 
persecuted, and all but one of them suffer a martyr’s death–without ever renouncing 
their conviction that they had seen Jesus bodily resurrected? Does anyone really think 
the disciples could have maintained a lie all that time under that kind of pressure? 
 No, someone would have cracked, just as we did so easily in Watergate. 
Someone would have acted as John Dean did and turned state’s evidence. There would 
have been some kind of smoking gun, or a deathbed confession. 
 So why didn’t they crack? Because they had come face to face with the living 
God. They could not deny what they had seen. The fact is that people will give their 
lives for what they believe is true, but they will never give their lives for what they 
know is a lie. The Watergate cover-up proves that 12 powerful men in modern America 
couldn’t keep a lie–and that 12 powerless men 2,000 years ago couldn’t have been 
telling anything but the truth.  (breakpoint.org) 


